Dear OGBs, Friends & Supporters,
Thanks to Anirban your GO Chairman, I'm delighted to be in touch with you all! Some of us
will have never met but there must be quite a few of the late '60 and '70 Batches who will
remember each other and all will have fond memories of D.G.H.
Unfortunately, I'm not an OGB but, at least I'm fully qualified as OLD!
For more than 50 years now, each year, with you all, I have celebrated the Birthday of our
Homes on September 24th. All of us will have special memories of the 24th September. The day
began giving thanks in the Chapel and afterwards on the Playing Field with Buns and
Geleebies sitting in our Cottages or Hostels singing Happy Birthday Dear Homes!
Throughout the world, each year, OGBs celebrate the Homes' Birthday, often with GetTogethers and Parties. BUT how many of us bring a Birthday Gift for the Homes? Presence
without Present!! For more than 50 years now, I have NEVER thought of sending a Birthday
Gift! It is now “PAY BACK TIME” for me and perhaps for you!
And this is my reason, through Anirban in getting in touch with you all.
Frankly these are crucial times for the Homes! For many reasons funding is not as it used to be
and more and more of the responsibility for the future of D.G.H. will rest with OGBs. It is good
to report that the recently appointed new Board is tackling issues in a helpful and realistic
way and I'm much encouraged.
Both the Chairman and the newly appointed Finance Overseeing Committee were very
encouraging when I wrote suggesting a Global Appeal for Funds.
This Global Birthday Appeal is an attempt to insure there will be “Many Happy Returns” for
years to come and it is my hope that the response will help guarantee ”Many Happy Returns”.
This ‘Birthday Gift’ for the Homes is very much dependent on our generosity today!

My Appeal is two-fold:
1. If this year you are celebrating the Homes Birthday, in whatever way, please
remember a present!
2. If, like me, you've celebrated the Birthday for many years without giving a
Birthday Present, this is payback time! My own Birthday Account is 50 years in arrears and
this year I intend to rectify this and hope you are encouraged to do the same!!
In my Ministry I always hoped that Sermons would be:
1.New Testament centred.
2.Relevant
3.Challenging
4.Applicable
5.Brief
This I never achieved except now, 24 years into retirement, when I've a final opportunity to
give a message, which I hope, reflects these 5 points, namely
1. It can be argued that central to NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING is that excessive riches and
extreme poverty cannot exist comfortably together.
2. This teaching is as RELEVANT to today as in Biblical times and
3. The CHALLENGE to rectify this is as great as ever and 4. is APPLICABLE to the current needs
of Dr Graham's Homes today.
5. BRIEF indeed.
Traditionally in the Church of Scotland the OFFERING is taken immediately after the Sermon
and I'm more than happy to recommend this tradition today!
This Appeal is being sent to all Friends of the Homes but especially OGBs (former students)
throughout the world. The OGB Association “GO”, is giving active co-operation and this Appeal
is being sent by them to some 700 OGBs!
The Appeal has the enthusiastic Board in Kolkata and they have agreed, when the time comes,
that a SEPARATE Birthday Appeal Account Ledger be opened in order that all costing,
estimates, tendering, purchases etc. are recorded and made available for scrutiny. All monies
raised from this Appeal will be recorded in this Ledger.
In the near future a Comprehensive Review of all facets of Homes' Management and future
Financial Stability is to be carried out by the Board using an experienced and responsible
Organisation. Until this Report is available the Treasurer of the U.K. Committee will hold all
contributions received from this Birthday Appeal until the findings of an independent
Comprehensive Review Team appointed by the Board to report on all facets of Homes
Finances and Management are published. And only then a responsible decision will then be
made as to where Birthday Appeal Funds will be allocated.
Finally, my dream is that “Birthday Donations” become an annual tradition.

Hopefully, your generous donations will enable the nurture and education of some of Kolkata's
deprived children to continue at Dr. Graham's Homes for many years to come,
Sorry, this letter has become as long as my Sermons but I sincerely hope the response will be
greater and I look forward to your generous support.
May you seek and know God's Blessing and with every good wish to you all, ESPECIALLY, at
this time of the Covid Crisis.
With every good wish,
John G. Webster,
Hon. Vice President DGH. KPG. (U.K.) Committee
e-mail: johngwebster@live.co.uk
DONATION DETAILS
1. For donations from abroad send to
BANK of SCOTLAND,
GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH
SORT CODE: 80-11-10
A/C. - UK COMMITTEE, DR. GRAHAM'S HOMES 00597315
BIC: BOFSGB21004
IBAN: GB33BOFS 8011 1000 5973 15
2. For donations from U.K. send either by cheque (made out to UK. Committee, Dr. Graham's
Homes) to our Treasurer:
Jim Gibson,
44 Aytoun Road,
Pollokshields, Glasgow G41 5HN
OR by direct payment to our Bank Account:
UK Committee Dr Graham's Homes
Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh, George Street Branch
Sort code 80-11-10
Account no 00597315
JUST GIVING
Send straight to justgiving/drgrahamshomes
GIFT AID
Go to web-site:-www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk where there is a Gift Aid Form to download.
In all cases please mark envelope or otherwise indicating that the donation is for the Birthday
Appeal.

