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September 24, 2020 
 
Dear Friends — Members of the Board of Management, Principal, Headmaster,  
the Global OGB Association, the International Committees, and all at the Homes, 

On behalf of the Canadian Council of Dr. Graham’s Homes, I send very best wishes on 
this 120th Birthday of the Homes. Through successes and challenges over the years, the 
Homes have survived and continue to play an important role in giving, to thousands of 
children, an education, a home, and a good start in life. 

As I sit writing on Canada’s west coast, I take pause and feel gratitude for the years of 
service that the Homes have given, and for the lives of Daddy and Katherine Graham. 
From humble beginnings on this day on Deolo Hill in 1900, we all know that the vision 
of Daddy Graham has made such a difference to the lives of so many. Thanks to you all 
for your unstinting work over the years in continuing this vision on behalf of this great 
cause. 

The Canadian Council was founded in 1949 by a caring group of individuals who saw a 
need and took action to ensure that the need was met. It is in that spirit that the Council 
continues, with sponsors from across Canada and the United States. 

As a boy growing up in Canada, a world away from the Hills of Kalimpong, my father 
Ewen ensured that I was aware of the legacy of his grandparents. It was when my wife 
Wiluya and I first travelled to Kalimpong 20 years ago for the Homes’ Centenary that 
their achievement really came home to me – in seeing the smiling faces of the children of 
the Homes, meeting OGBs from around the world, getting to know members of the 
Board, the Principal and Headmaster, the Teachers and Staff, the Cottage Parents, visiting 
the Bakery and the Farm, walking through the Hills to Rangpo, and so much more. I felt 
both proud of my great-grandparents’ achievements with both the Homes and the 
Katherine Graham Industrial School, and truly humbled at the same time. I was deeply 
moved, and it is what keeps me involved with the Homes all these years later. 

I pray that the School will continue in its unique role in the lives of young people – that 
they will receive a good education and the opportunity to develop and nurture skills and 
knowledge in an atmosphere of respect, trust, safety, security, love and happiness.  

…/2 



The year 2020 has brought unprecedented challenges all around the world, and of course 
Dr. Graham’s Homes is no exception. Perhaps it also brings opportunities. What is it that 
we can do now, working in concert and in harmony, to bring the Homes – which grew out 
of Daddy Graham’s experiences and vision in the late 19th century – into full viability 
and service to the children of the 21st? I am certain that if we keep in our hearts and 
minds the children of the Homes – both those current and in the years to come – and keep 
them at the centre of our efforts, that our work with be successful. 

May the Homes continue to be a relevant and important place that works to develop 
engaged, talented citizens for India and for the world. 

“Forward O Youth! Forever advancing, Look to horizons far!” 

All the very best, and may we meet again soon, 

 
Arifin Graham 
Chairman, Canadian Council of Dr. Graham’s Homes 
arifin@alarisdesign.com 
 


